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A 
ECOND ANSWER 
T O 
JOHN WESLEY. 
„ 
SUPPLEMENT 
TO THE 


LETTER of AMERICANUS, 


In which the Idea of SUPREME POWER, 
and the Nature of ROYAL CHARTERS, 
are briefly conſidered, 


By W. D. 


Juſta piaque ſunt arma, quibus neceſſaria; et neceſſaria, quibu 
NULL A niſi in armis 85 Es eſt ſalutis. T. Lav. lib. viii, 
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Vo U have, in moſt reſpect-, been ſo com- 
pletely anſwered by Americazus, that little. 
more need be ſaid to convince any candid en- 
quirer, that you are unacquainted with the ſub- 
ject you have undertaken. Nor can I think a. 
gentleman of your confeſſed abilities would have 
betrayed ſuch inconſiſtent reaſoning, had not 
intereſt blinded the clearneſs of your judgment. 
——Do not be angry, good Sir, at this opinion.— 
A 3 | You 


— E 
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You would have the ſame in ſuch a caſe of any 
other, if he was a man that could take an oath 
with. mental reſervation... And you. know how 


often you have done this, when you ſubſcribed 


articles you totally diſbelieved. It is very natu- 
ral therefore to think you will not be over ſcru- 
pulous in receiving a handſome reward for your 
labours; for though you, ſay it is probable you 


may gain nothing from Government; by a mental 
_ reſervation it may eaſily be allowed that you have 


hopes you ſhall, and your very expreſſion does not 
deny but that * have ſuch hopes. 


But vw may bore been your motives, 
you have certainly the merit of concifenefs, which 
you mult, not expect will be followed by your 


opponents; for your grand poſitions are mere 


aſſertions.—You have ſo long been uſed ta go- 


vern the conſciences of your people, that you. 


think an opinion is enough to blence the com- 
plaints of all Ameriea. But, Sir, to anſwer 
you will require proofs — and had you paid a 
little attention to this neceſſary ingredient in 
argument, your Pamphlet would have been ſome». 


what * | 


The end of all your arguments is to prove 
the unlimited right of Parliament to tax America, 
which grand principle Fw own arguments effec- 


tuallß 
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1 
tually defiroy. Vou confeſs; in page 114 * The - 
Americans have a right to all the pfivileges 
granted them by Royal Charters; and that if 
any charter granted by the King ſhould ex- 
preſsly exempt them from taxes for ever, then 


they would have an undoubted right to be /& 


exempted. Now, what does this prove leſs than 
a power in the Kiag ſaperior to the whole legiſ- 
lature; for if he can exempt a part of his ſyb= 
jets from their authority, he may exempt the 
whole, ſince there is no law of limitation; ank 
thus not only the unlimited 'poaver, but even the 


exiſtence of Parliament, would ane uſeleſs and 
ieffenl. 2059.56, 15 1 


It is true (you ſay) page 11, „The firſt ſets 
tlers in Mafachu/e''s Bay. were promiſed an * 
emption from taxes for ſeven years; — but yow 
omitted to tell us this promiſe was made by the 
King, not the Parliament. Americanus has ſuppoſed 
that quit-rents were meant by this taxation. 
However, if we admit it in its moſt extenſive: 
ſenſe, it only proves an * arbitrary exertion' of 
power by the tyrant Charles the Firſt, who not 
only thus ſubjected the Americans to the Britiſh: 
Parliament, contrary to the rights of Engliſh-- 


Rap. Hiſt, Eng. 


„ 


LO <a tents cafe — 


ee eee — vv !ͤ eas er e 


—— TE 


— 2 * — — I e. 
CIS — vet A ns 


— — 


089 


men, but lie excuſed "them from 41 1. cuſtoms 
or ſubſidies in ENOIAN DU“ on goods exported 
for their uſe, thereby diſenſing with the ſupreme 
power of the Britiſn Jegiflature. This has been 
Juſtly alledged by hiftortans againſt Charles as a 


proof of his deſpotic principles; and it was 


equally an infringement on the rights of the 
Engliſh and American powers of legiſlation. 


- : — 3 = 1 1 114289 * 


As to the charter of PENN SYLVANIA, which, - 


page 10, you ſay expreſsly allows the right of 
taxation to the Britiſh Parliament, it ſhould be 
conſidered it was granted by the Second Charles, 
no leſs an + enemy. to liberty than his predecef. 
ſor; and, excepting the diſpenſing power, was, 
doubileſs, copied from the former: it was the 


aim of both theſe Kings to abridge the power 


of the people as much as poſſible, for which 
the firſt loſt his head, aud the other will be 


remembered with honeſt indignation. But how 
comes this to be the 4% charter of America, as 


you call it, page 22, When that of Georgia was 


granted by George the Second? Liberty was 


then ſafe under the protection of the Houſe of 
Hanover; and this is the true reaſon why no 


n 
* 4 


— 


* Vid. the charter in A!mon's Debates, 

+ It was Charles the Sccond that iſſued a Quo Warrants 
againſt all the Provinces of New England, and depr.ved them of 
their Charters. Vid, Neal's Hill, of New England, 
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mention was made of ſubjecting the ann 
Briuſh taxation 49 1 nr. 1001 VB 
3 df MN he lp eee e 341 
12101 is plain then no argument can be well found 
ed on the acts of two fueh Kings, eſpecially as even 
their charters expreſsly declare, every condition and 
eircumſtance contained in them, ſhall always be 
conſtrued in uur of che Colonies; and no in- 
ſtance can be found in any other charter, acknow- 
ledging the en of the Britiſh Parliament) to tax 
America. 1 5 „ ADs age 
Let us then proceed to your ideas / the ſupreme 
piauer, which are indeed very confuſed and contra- 
dictory, for it is dopbtful ſometimes whether yo 
aſcribe it to the three branches of legiſlation, ori to 


| the King alone— Thus, page 4: you ſay, 4 of Kings 


grazxts charters to certain perſons, permitting then 
to ſettle as a corporation in ſome far country, u, 
being a corporation ſabſeſting ly a grant from higber 
authority, to the control of fut authority they till 


continne ſubject - Therefore, the ſapne ne babe in 


Ergland has a right to tax them - Nowethe grant 
is made by the Kinky, not by a commiſſion from 
the authority of Parliament“, but from the exer- 
eiſe of his undoubted prerogative If therefore the 


* Vid, Black; Com. 


A 5 power 


1 
10 1 
8 


vorber of granting a hte hd ably the 77oht of . 
obedience from thoſe to whom the charter is 
granted, which you affirm it does — The King is i 
that ſupreme power which may tax them — But if ; 
you ſhould anſwer, you mean the whole lepiſlature 
to have that power, there muſt be ſome other reaſon 
for it, than that you have laid down ; "becauſe zhe 
 evhole legiſlature were not the gramters of the charters 
to America—Thus, either your concluſion or 
Premiſes are abſolutely falſe: and yet this claoſe is 
ſaid to cut the moſt reſpectable 55 of any in 


your performatice. Vi 4 


The fiat is, charters are not grants or gifts, of 
| the mere will of the King; but they are properly, 
and in the moſt fimpte ſenfe, written confirmations 
ef the ancient and conftitutional rights of the people; 
fuch as was ths great charter granted by King John; 
and, in a leſſer ſenſe, the King may grant them 
to certain parts of the community, ſo as not to be 
inconſiſtent with the former — Thus, in the firſt 
view, a charter may be conſidered as an agreement 
ar compact between the King and his people, to 
Sovern them by their own eonſent; and, in the ; 
fecond, it is à partial agreement with a part of his 1 


people, which can. be no longer binding than it is 1 
spin and Sydney I 
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for. the benefit of the whole—Of this the whole. 
community, of which they are a part, as being re- 
preſented in the ſame body of es ate the 
only zan 3 3 


A 3 hos. whatever privileges, i it may 
contain, cannot be binding, without. it is pere. 
mitted or conſented to by the ſapreme poxuer; which, 
as it has been confuſedly ſpoken. of in. your b 
Wer I ſhall ab conſider. 


1 n | 
Lords and Commons—and * the King has no. 
right to grant a charter in England, but what is; 
ſubje& to this ſupreme authority—The reaſon is. 
this : becauſe an abſolute. grant or charter from 
the King would operate to deſtroy the connection 
between ſuch. a part of the people, and their. 
repreſentatives in Parliament; and having | de- 
Rroyed that, it would go ſo far to deſtroy the 
principles of repreſentation, and. my. the king 
might at len 1 become abſolute. 

In like manner, the ier Connell. and Af. 
ſembly, are the ſupreme power in America; be- 


92 6 A — 


* Black, Com. 
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n 
cauſe, hen the firſt ſettlers departed from this 
country to form a Colony, they ceaſed to be 


repreſented here; and therefore ought to have 
a new conſtitution, ſimilar to, and independent 


of that at home, which I ſhall prove as follows: 


\ 2 F. v1 — 23. & Is 


1. If che King has not a power to enter into 2 
new ccmpact with the ſettlers of a new territory, 


there ought to be no power of extending dominion: . 


for if the King might extend his government to 


remote regions, and yet had no power to extend 


tbe agual exerciſe of the libertics and rights, 
which the condition of civil life dees allow, he 


might by removing the ſeat of empire ſoon annihi- 
late the power of the Mother Country, and raiſe 
| himſelf into the ſeat of Mana pq 6090091 une 


19 4 3 in * } 1 7 


As our free Pererbmtst is founded on a 
ot between the King and people; and as 
by having this country the Coloniſts remove from 
the pcſible enjoyments of their old privileges; there- 
foie the King ought to grant them a new charter, 
which is the ſame as renewing the compact that no 


longer ſubſiſted by their removal. 


LIrke, Sydoeyy. Rapin, Milt. Def. pro pop. 
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3. The King; and not the whole legiſlature of 
Great Britain, ought to have this power of granting 
a new charter: for as they have no right founded 
on juſtice to tax a people, they do not repreſeut 
either actually or virtually; ſo they can have no 
right to grant privileges to a people, who have as 
much as themſelves, an inherent OO gee 
to tree ct 21917 99; 7 

Utah dab to 15207 on ad 03.16 400. 91371; 

4. Though it whe be 2 matter of diſpute 
between the Britiſh Parliament and the King, was 
he to eſtabliſſi arbitrary power in the Colonies 

Whether the Sovereign of a free people ought 
to favour arbitrary power, even though he had che 
voluntary conſent of thoſe who ſubmitted to it 
and though perhaps the Parliament would be juſti- 
fied in exterminating ſuch a King; yet, when he 
grants charters that Hai liberty, and ne conſſi- 
tutions like our own, and united to it by the King, 


the bond of union between che whole —We as a 


free people muſt agree to this prerogati ve, or elſe 
it will follow, that as the privileges: of Engliſhmen. 
cannct be extended beyond their preſent limits of local 
tuation, therefore for the ſecurity} of thoſe pri- 
vileges, the Further extent x empire ould be 
total, ly proly bited. 


„ 4 „„ * . Get RO ERR — OE POT ap + 


Nothing, as I conceive, can be a ſolid objection 
% this mode of reaſoning, but a proof the 
ſupreme 


(114) 


fupreme power-muſt of abſelute neceſſity be in one 
compact and undivided bedy; and that it an- 
not poſſibly be exerciſed in; parts, ſo as to have. 


one common center of union in the perſon of 
the King—and this I am e cannot be- 
proved. 


AQ 14 67 by ie 


That it may * mem f in 3 1 not wh 
be-inſifled on from the opinion of learned writers, 
for we may recur to facts in the hiſtory of our own 


eountry— Thus Scotland had its parliament— Ire - 
land ſtill has a parliament—and till now, for 
near two centuries, the Amcricans have had their 


Aſſemblies — each of theſe exerciſed an inde- 
pendent power of legiſlation—and as the King is, 


always à third part of the legiſlative authority, as. 
well as poſſeſſor of the executive power; and as 


theſe independent branches of government extend | 


their juriſdiction no farther than the country they 
_ repreſent, no detriment can ariſe from their dif- 
_ ferent views and maxims; becauſe the king has 


a power which viſibly blends the whole into one 
common intereſt, and yet each may enjoy ſimilar, 


erg eee is the other. 


Thus the Aebt of 1 Annie to. tax a 
felves is ſufficiently clear; but as it would be 
dangerous to the community at large, if there 


was not a kind. of perpetuity in the reſidence 


of 
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of the ſupreme exeeotive power,” bywhich'T mem 
the King; fo the Mother Country ought to be 

allowed ſomething #9 u token” of ſaperiority, but 

not an abſoliite one; and this ſeems happily 
effected by the act of navigation, which as it is 
recognized by the Americans, and has been 
exerciſed ſo much to their ſatisfaction, and to the 
amazing advantage of this eountry, ought to be 
conſidered as a ſafficient aeknowledgment: yet this 
we ſhonld obſerve ir not a matter „ right, but 
e tl th = ge 0 Ty +771; 


j 


Having therefore eee e of 
what a charter is, and what is the ſupreme power, 
we may teadily agree to yout firſt propofition, that 
the /upreme poiver has à right to tax the Americans; 
becaufe' then we ſhould mean the power of the 
King, Council, and Aſſembly in the different 
Colonies ; and to fpeak of it in any other light, 


is to throw the harmony of a ſyſtem ef govern- 


ment admired and unequaled throughout the globe, 
into the dreadful confuſton which we now ex- 
perience; nor can tt poflibly be proved that the 
fupreme power in England, have a juſt right to- 
tax the Americans, any more than that the ſu- 
. 1 ure wa tax Great Britain. 
15 i E EIO nsr , 
The whole of ois Aifpitte reſting on the ien * 
what is the ſupreme power, it muſt be exeeed 
; ing 
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ing plain, that if theſe arguments are juſt, 
the preſent proceedings againſt America are with- 
out defence. It is true, there ſhould be a 
ſupreme power ſomewhere; — every friend to 
the liberties of America, as well as the par- 
tizans of adminiſtration, allow the poſition, — 

put we muſt not expect in a mixt government, like 
that of Great Britain, whoſe territories are ſo di- 
vided, and extenſive, — to have the ſimple idea of 
Supreme power, which we have when we talk of 
ſmall republics, or abſolute monarchies. And as it. 
is the happineſs of this country to have liberty, as 
the very end and deen of Government, ſo the 
ſupreme power, which could not be exerciſed in. 
one compact body, without violating the rights of, 
all America, Which it did not appear could be 
repreſented in the Britiſh Parliament, is divided. 


into parts; and under ſuch wiſe regulations, as 


no; theory, or wiſdom. of tlie greateſt wWiiters, could. 
ever deviſe. 009-11 6,995 4 Ire > 44150 
$1999 5 112 Ft. P 


In ſhorts. 5 uns dew of 8 power * is in. 


the people, in all free governments ;-—in-ours it. 
is manifeſtly ſo ;—hence the unlimitted power of 


Parliament, which repreſents the people; but they: 


have no power over thoſe they do not rep reſent. 


This is expreſsly mentioned as the reaſon why we 


do not tax Ireland. For, ſays an ancient rea. 
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"Þ Lecke, Milt, cid: | 
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2 + Lear Bock, 1 Henry VII. 3. Vide Blackſtone. 
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cord #, „ Ireland hath a Parliament of its own, and 


* maketh.andaltereth laws j and bur ſtatutes do not 


3 bind vhem, berauſt they do not ſenil Knights to our 
Parliament. The Iriſt are, nevertheleſs, ſubjects of 
the ſame empire, which is bound together by the 
. King, who may be juſtly called the center of the 
7 whole. And the fame: authority conc ludes with 
Vuords equally applicable to America and Ireland: 
4 That they are, nevertheleſs, the King's ſubjects, 
like as the inhabitants of Calais, Gaſcvigney and 
Suieune, while mM continued under the my 3 
3 fab) , eQtion, 3 
4 Thas Seth und): A hy PR power. 
5 may and ought to be divided, aceording to the 
7 old received maxims of the conſtitution, and ac- 
7 cording to the principles of natural right; which, 


as Judge Blackſtone juſtly ſays, is the ſureſt foun- 


e e 


Aation of law, It were needleſs to uſe further ar- 
giuments; for, except where, in contradiction to 

> yourſelf, you allow the King to be ſupreme, every 
thing you have ſaid may be reduced to this ſingle 

'* queſtion, Whether the Os . my not be 

5 divided, | 4 

. If then government is formed better from e: 
; Perience than theory; if we have found by the 
= 


hiſtory 


. 


1 bliſtory of the two centuries paſt that the plan of 


ill government in America was wiſe and falutary | 
lj | Why ſhould we with to Med the blood of our coun } 
it trymen, whoſe only fault is a noble, an Engliſhman» * 
| 1 like * for the liberties 11 were _ yn of? 
ff 18 fta! 15 { 
j} 


Vou tell us, they want to di-dhpratianadDe 
you mean to create a commonyealth'of their own, 
and to acknowledge no connection with this coun- 
60 try : If that is true, let every Engliſhman ſpurn 
| at the attempt.— But was ever a charge brought 
againſtga people, as a reaſon for ſcourging them 
with the calamities of a civil war, with ſo little 
ground —hew could they poſſibly attempt ſuch a 
revolation—they- have no ſhips — their cities, on 
the coaſt and where would be our fleet: The 
ſueceſs of ſuch an attempt would be impoſſible, and 
they are too wiſe to undertake it - on the contrary, 

they wiſh to have a reciprocal dependence with the 
Mother Country, as at once promoting their 
wealth, and what is all en enn bara _” 
—_ Wale our owns 1 
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5 1 1 it has i —_ thowph not in your 
book, that it would be difficult for a Miniſter to 
aſcertain” the proportion to be aſked for ſup- 1 
plies from ſo many Colonies ; to manage a mixkt 1 
and extended Government like ours, ſo as » 4 a 
to preſerve its liberties, will always be difficult: 4 
and thofe that are alarmed at difficulty, had better 
ons | Vin 
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give their vote br abſolute monarchy at onee. 


but this ſhould be the criterion of Engliſhmen; 


always to decide in favour of public liberty and 


how eaſy would it be for a Congreſs to meet, in 


which all the Colonies were repreſented, to ſettle 
for the Miniſter this arduous point. The Miniſter 
might. make a requeſt of ſuch an aid as he wanted, 
and the Congreſs might examine the propriety of 
the requeſt, and. (vide the Te ta) the: 
Cale likant : 11 9 


Bat as "the inveſtigation of- this ſubject is 
not immediately in reply to your Letter, it 
is time I ſhould conclude, —You will pleaſe 


to remember your leading poſition is deſtroyed _ 


by your own arguments, and your leſſer ar- 
guments cannot be good, if that is deftroyed.— 


1 ſhall, however, hoping the brevity of this Let- 


ter will apologize for any thing not ſufficiently 
explicit, briefly take a ſurvey of your performance, 
to ſhew that it is, in general, as inconſiſtent as it is 
in the leading grand queſtion, of the right of the 
parliament of England to tax America, which 
they do not repreſents | 


You e by ſuppoſing a Colony 3 is a corpora- 
tion, page 4. which like a corporation, of Eng- 
land, is ſubject to the ſapreme | pouver,,—Moſt 
certainly you are right in the application; but 
there are two ſupreme powers, or rather the , 
| ſupreme 


1 


ſupreme power is divided, and each corpora- 
tion muſt be ſubje& to that in which they have 
an intereſt.— You next endeavour to ſhow, that 
as we are unequally repreſented, therefore the 
Americans ſhould be ſo too, page 6, by which 
the fable of the dog in the manger is am- 
ply. verified; but Americanus has treated this 
ſubject more at. large, and has utterly reſuted youc 
pretenſfions.— You go on to ſay, page 7, If the 
Americans claim the rights of natural born ſulje&s, 
the | boaſt of original right is at an end.” To 
which L anſwer, Ie rights of Engliſhmen are 
the orginal rights of nature, as far as is conſiſtent. 
with the good of ſociety, which. is the true 
debnition of civil liberty. — Theſe therefore are 
the natural and original rights which the Ame- 
ricans claim and which they have not forfeited, — 
Again, you ſay,” what they do not forfeit by any 
judicial ſentence, they, may loſe by natural 
effects. — This is very true, as far as it applies. — 


For inſtance, if a man goes to Turky or France, 


he can na longer poſſeſs the rights he did in 
England;; — but if a man from Yorkſhire ſhould 
come to London; he may, notwithſtanding he. 
loſes his vote in Yorkſhire by local ſituation, be a 
à voter where he now reſides; and ſo it ſhould 
be in every part of the ſame dominions: — it is 
not enough therefore to ſay, that the right of 
being Fraraſening may be loſt, but it ſhould be 


proved 
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| proved. that it ought to be loſt bl being 10 
America, and that the fate. cannot poſſibly exiſt, 

if the Americans ſtill retain, it.— Next, by a 
curious piece of ſophiſtry, you ſeem to con- 
ſent to their enjoying all the privileges of their 
anceſtors, but no more, page 8. as if this was: 
granting what they aſk ; whereas they ſay they 


a, inherit all the R1GH 1 which their forefathers had 
to ll the privile ges of Engliſhmen, page 8. ſo that 


by ſubſtituting the word privilege for the word 
right,, you lefſen the propriety of their claim, 


AK that you may the more TO e it. a 91 
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There is another curious argument, page 10. 
where you compare the Legiſlature of a Colony to 
a pariſh veſtry,—So you may, but it will not hold 
good; for a pariſh veſtry acts under the immedi. 
ate laws and direction of that ſupreme power in 
which it is repreſented, but the Colonies are 
| not repreſented in that ſupreme power. — As to 
tbe power and eflicacy of Royal Charters, I 
hope it is ſufficiently expoſed in the beginning of 


7 this letter, and likewiſe concerning the Charter 


of Maſlachuſet's Bay and Pennſylvania. 

Z Youſ.y, page 19. to contend far the right of 
+ gianting their own money is to acknowledge no 
4 Sovereign, — which inference ſuppoſes they mtan 
to exclude the King from a third part in their 
I. giſlatire power, an inſinuation no leſs ſalſe than 
8 to 
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it is eruel.— 1 ſhall therefore take my leave of 
you, Reverend Sir, with a word of application. 
Do you not think the Minifters are prone enough 
to carry the flame of war into America, and to 
ruin the trade of this country without your aſſiſt- 
ft + ance or advice? — You had done better to have 
0 aimed at making peace. — You ſhould have con- 
it | ſidered what a heavy offence it is, to charge three 
millions of people with the crime of rebellion, if 
it is not true, and of this you ought to have 
been quite certain, before you took a part; for 
nothing, ſurely, is a greater offence both to God 
and man, than to be a ſower of ſtrife—to en- 
deavour at the eſtabliſhment of tyranny—and to 
miſrepreſent the principles of the conſtitution to- 
deceive the people. I muſt add one more remark, 
that as to ſubmit paſſively to every oppreſſion, is 
a mark, not of humility, but cowardice, and a 17 
baſe ſpirit; ſo to take up arms when there is no 
other hope of ſafety, is not rebellion, but the. 
| higheſt proof of courage and public virtue, 
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